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Foreword

It gives me immense pleasure to write foreword for the book BDR
Massacre: Target Bangladesh authored by MR. Mohammad
Zainal Abedin. The author has taken severe pains to chronicle one
of he most tragic events of our contemporary history, the massacre
of 57 army officers of our army on the 25" and 26™ February this
year in a heinous plot to give a mortal blow to our independence
and sovereignty of our country. The author has presented the
massacre in the backdrop of Indo-Bangladesh relations, which has
not been savory so to speak, though the expectations were that the
two neighbours would be very friendly in the interest of welfare of
the people of both the countries.

One need not agree with everything that the author wrote in the
book. But his efforts to record the events of this massacre are
commendable. Every sentence of the book is an explosion of his
emotion that rocked his mind by the tragic incident. Naturally any
emotional outburst cannot be fully objective. For his write-up he
has depended entirely on newspaper and internet sources, which
often verge on mere speculation and conjecture. As source
materials for history these are useful, but not entirely dependable.
I appreciate the reasons for this limitation, as he could not access
the classified documents, nor could he personally interview
relevant persons. Yet the value of the book lies in putting together
whatever he could gather in so short a time. In a genuinely open
society a book written on such a grave incident of contemporary
nature is usually more incisive and thoroughgoing. Ours is not an
open society, nor our State strong. I do not therefore expect
Abedin to achieve the heights attained by Thomas L. Friedman,
Adrian Levy and Catherine Scott-Clark or others in the west.

In this book the author has pointed his fingers at India. Many in
our country would agree with Abedin. That is one thing, but it is
difficult to establish this conclusion with aid of hard evidence.
Cunning and crafty operators hardly leave any evidence for a
weak and gullible suffer. How could a weak and powerless
country dare to speak against a powerful one with immense
capacity to create troubles? That explains why the terms of



reference of the enquiry committees did not contain instruction to
unearth involvement of foreign powers. However, irreparable
damage has been done to the very foundation of our country. We
had not been vigilant. Now we pay the price. Let us bring an end
to the blame game and concentrate our energies and commitment
to protect the honour and dignity of our State. To find the
involvement of foreign powers in this case would be just like
seeing the reflections in a mirror without ever being able to catch
them.

Writing contemporary history irrespective of size and depth is
always very difficult. R. Palme Dutt in the preface to his book,
‘Problems of Contemporary History’ has written, “Contemporary
history is a dangerous subject to handle. It is full of explosive
material. Much essential information will not be known until
many years later, as documents are released and memoirs
published. Passions and partisanship can obscure objective
judgment. Anyone who attempts to write contemporary history in
a more durable form than a current journalistic article is laying his
heed on the block for the executioner. Nevertheless, contemporary
history is the most important history of all to handle. It is the
events of our day which need to be studied and assessed, not only
in current polemical treatment, but with an attempt at serious
understanding of how they have arisen and where they leading.”
The reader is thus amply forewarned despite the pitfalls I
recommend that the book should be read with interest by all those
who are interested in the affairs of Bangladesh.

June 30, 2009 Mahbub Ullah
Dhaka.



Author’s Explanation

Bangladesh survived yet another debacle that extremely stunned
and aggrieved the Bangladeshis living in home and abroad.
Bangladeshis have no room to mourn the brutal murder of the 57
brilliant officers of our beloved and glorious Army, the vanguard
of our independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity who
were the victims of the abrupt and unimaginable BDR
(Bangladesh Rifles) mutiny inside its headquarters in Dhaka on
February 25 and 26 (2009). We express our heartfelt solidarity
with and sympathy to the members of those bereaved families that
lost their beloved ones.

The shocking holocaust that occurred at Peelkhana has little
precedence in the contemporary history. Even the horrible
atrocities of the Serbian beasts against the Muslims, destruction of
Khyazom by Changish Khan, ruination of Baghdad by Halaku
Khan, etc. were not so abrupt and selective. It cannot be compared
even to the annihilation of the Jews by Hitler. The bloodstained
BDR massacre was added to scar of 1971 that all along pained the
nation caused by our adversaries.

In 1971 the mastermind of the massacre was open and we knew
our enemies. We were fighting for a cause — to liberate our
country. But it is somewhat difficult to identify the enemies of the
Peelkhna incident. Some media reports mentioned that some
killers came from a neghbouring country and sneaked to that
country after the massacre. Bangladesh neighboured by India and
Myanmar in three sides in the West, North and East and Bay of
Bengal in the South. Bangladesh follows a universally accepted
foreign policy — friendship with all, enmity to none. Being a
peace-loving country Bangladesh was supposed not be disturbed
by its neighbhours. There is no record that Bangladesh ever
intruded into its neighbours’ territory using any excuse. We
neither design to interfere in other’s internal affairs nor will we
allow others to play this ugly game in our affairs. Still we are the
victims of many hegemonic designs. '
Since its inception Bangladesh faces overt and covert sabotage
and subversive attacks let loose by our neighbours, particularly



India. To keep Bangladesh fragile in all sectors, India pulls us
from behind our back so that we cannot stand on our own feet and
proceed towards stability and economic prosperity. With this end
in view, mercenaries were created from amongst us who are let
loose to commit various overt and covert subversive activities.
Two parallel and rival groups were created among the freedom
fighters to compel the interim exile government to sign uneven
treaty to make Bangladesh a subservient country. After December
16, 1971 Bangladesh was plundered, counterfeit paper currencies
were printed to create unmanageable inflation that led to
unprecedented famine; goodowns and mills and factories were set
on fire to make Bangladesh a monopoly market of India and
capture its international market, armed groups and so-called
communist cells like Purbabangla Sharbahara Party, Gano Bahini,
Jano-judda Lal Pataka, etc., and Islamic extremist groups like
JMB and others were floated that caused reign of terror in the
country. Uneasy non-academic was created situation in the
educational institutions to arrange the migration of the
Bangladeshi students to Indian schools and colleges. Bangladesh
was kept politically destabilized and disunited. Two Presidents
were killed who were India’s eyesores for their patriotic role and
the Armed Forces were weakened and made controversial by
staging coups and countercoups. To ruin economy and local
industries hartal (general strike), blockade and sit-in programmes,
etc. were fueled and staged so that Bangladesh totally depends on
India. It is difficult for us to get out from such curses.

There lies a real dilemma for Bangladesh in forging some form of
much needed unity to stand concrete against constant onslaught of
Indian hegemony. Indian policy makers are well aware that the
traditional method of occupying a country by force is neither
appreciable nor acceptable in the current world scenario. Today,
to run over a country, an aggressor psychologically cripples civil
the force of a nation and reduces its economy to shambles and
creates such a situation that its citizens no longer possess mental
strength and inspiration to be self-reliant. Indian spy agency RAW
(Research and Analysis Wing) persistently is attempting to create
such a situation in Bangladesh. It is known to all that Indian
intelligence agencies are engaged in disruptive activities to create



such an unbearable awkward crisis in Bangladesh so that demand
for Indian intervention in Bangladesh is raised from within. In
fact, India has a condemnable history of forcibly swallowing
many regions like Hyderabad, Manvadhar, Goa, Dumn, Deue and
Kashmir and of course not forgetting the illegal and conspiratorial
annexation of Sikkim, a tiny and rocky mountainous kingdom of
the Himalayas. Even India’s annexation of seven States of Eastern
Asia what India terms as northeastern India, was not based on
people’s sentiment, hope and aspiration. It is to be mentioned that
the entire region was never within Indian Empire before the East
India Company hatching conspiracy captured and annexed it to
the British Empire in between in 1826-30. Recalling all these it
would be quite naive to believe that India is serious capture a
strategically important country like Bangladesh as this annexation
seems necessary for it to suppress the on-going liberation
struggles in North-Eastern Indian States bordering Bangladesh.
Such annexation is also imperative to implement its dream of so-
called ‘Akhand Bharat’ theory.

With that end in view, India undertakes various notorious and
uncivlised cruel steps. The latest one is the debacle in BDR
Headquarters. To implement its multi-pronged intrigues, India
fueled the BDR carnage to ruin the two main defense wings of the
country. India desires that Bangladesh should not have a strong
and viable Army in Bangladesh, its border should remain open
and unprotected, and above all, the Bangladeshis should remain
poor, chaotic and disunited.

The plan and pattern of the mutiny and its unprecedented havoc
within the shortest period of time, uncovers one truth that the
mutiny was preplanned having deep-rooted conspiracy of
destroying not only our Army, but also the country. Massacre in
BDR Headquarters rocked the foundation of our country and
endangered its existence. “Whoever staged this debacle, it is clear
that it was masterminded by alien power that designs to weaken
the Army and bring the people and the Army face to face ----.”
(Mokkarom Hosen: Naya Diganta: March 7, 2009). It was not
done whimsically. Besides, a section of BDR jawans revolted in
34 BDR units of the country. Such a large operation could not be
carried out so efficiently without prior motivation, preparation and



financial support. It was designed by the adversaries of
Bangladesh so that the nation is divided into two groups --- Army
versus BDR, ---- which would lead to a civil war.

So-called Bangladeshi terrorists or militants do not have the
ability to ever stage such lengthy havoc at the headquarters of a
front-ranking defence agency. No terrorist would ever dare to
launch tempest inside the highly sophisticated BDR Headquarters,
if they are not highly trained with strong support behind. None of
the so-called mutineers were killed or injured or arrested during
the massacre. It means, all the killers knew one another and
nobody countered or challenged them. Above all, they knew
whom they would kill - the Army officers only. Terrorist or
militant attacks generally occur on civilian targets, and in rare
cases, at best on vehicles of security forces, which are very short-
lived. The extent of cruelty, ferocity, intensity, dreadfulness, etc.,
clearly indicate that it was a longstanding well-devised blueprint
orchestrated by neighbouring India, as Bangladesh has no other
enemy in the world. Indian intelligence agencies motivated and
derailed the BDR jawans using BSF and smugglers who had
chances to come in contact with them (BDR) in the border areas.
India and its Bangladeshi tentacles, in a bid to conceal India’s
ugly face put forward various theories to ascribe the responsibility
of Peelkhana massacre on the so-called Islamic terrorist groups, or
local political parties and persons. Video footages, pictures and
reports flashed in the print media, confessional statements of the
arrestees, unequivocally point the arrow of suspicion to India that
planned and implemented this debacle to liquidate BDR and
Bangladesh Army and turn Bangladesh to India’s subservient
State. On the other hand, India’s voluntary and undesirable
proposals to Bangladesh that included providing money for BRD,
assistance of any type, even sending so-called peace mission, war
preparation, reinforcing air force adjoining Bangladesh border,
readiness to reconstruct BDR and above all, to intervene in
Bangladesh to rescue Sheikh Hasina government, etc., uncover
Indian involvement in the debacle.

To prepare a ground for foreign intervention intrigues are in
progress so that Bangladesh is branded as a failed and
dysfunctional State. The debacle of February 25-26 (2009) was



the continuation of that conspiracy what was directed to ruin the
two main defense forces at a time. There is no minimum scope to
think that the murdering of so many Army officers at a time
miraculously coincided with the so-called rebellion of a portion of
BDR jawans.

Only the fools will believe that those who shot and killed the
Army officers, buried them in mass graves, threw them in drains
and sewerage lines, looted BDR arms and residents of the BDR
officers, set fire on their residences and burnt some officers and
raped women — did commit all those crimes and fled away safely
at their own without enjoying others’ help. The killers and
criminals surely enjoyed the support of some powers that ensured
their personal safety. We silently observed massacres, one after
another and consume our pains and agonies. Being perplexed and
distressed due to inhuman and cruel death of our sons we don’t
even dare to name the killers. We don’t have the moral courage
even to express our agony saying “Alas”.

Our adversaries killed two birds at one stone at Peelkhana. They
killed our talented Army officials and made BDR almost
leaderless that shattered our border security in one hand, and made
the entire BDR establishment — our symbol of pride and heroism —
controversial and brought it to the dock of the accused on the
other. What could be greater loss than it for our defense
management? This killing operation reduced our defense strength
and ability, inflicted heavy blow our Army, and above all,
shattered our defense preparedness. Brig. Gen. Mainul Islam, who
was appointed as the new DG of BDR immediately after the
massacre accurately opined, this holocaust was launched to make
our country defenseless.

It is heart-rending that 57 out of the 133 Army officers, who came
to BDR Headquarters on the occasion of its Annual BDR Week,
were killed under a well-thought blueprint. They were deputed at
Peelkhana, BDR units, battalions and sectors throughout the
country. It was neither a mutiny, nor outburst of the deprived and
agitated common BDR jawans. Under that situation one or two
Army officers who were really responsible for the alleged
deprivation, corruption, disparity or torture could be the victims of
wrath of the derailed BDR members, but not the 57 officers with



whom the BDR jawans worked for a long time could not be killed
by them. In that case other BDR jawans would have resisted the
attackers from killing their bosses. Since it was an integrated alien
conspiracy, only the derailed, motivated and purchased BDR
jawans and their alien accomplices participated and committed the
massacre that pained the entire nation.

One can console oneself if anyone of our soldiers dies fighting his
enemies in the battlefield. But one cannot be, but terrified and
aggrieved when a soldier is killed by his perverted fellow-
subordinates or colleagues or unidentified enemies. Question
arises, if the officers of the border guards cannot ensure the
security of their lives how the border would remain secured. If the
government fails to secure the lives of the Army officers how it
will secure the country from foreign invasion. How the common
people will feel secured in their own land?

The incident terrifies the entire nation as it signals many more
-such debacle ahead. Such huge blood might not have quenched
the thirst of the hyenas. They will not remain idle. Our foes will
not refrain from causing further debacle. I can’t guess for how
many decades we will have to weep, for how many times our
fathers will have to carry the dead bodies of their sons to the
graveyards. I can’t predict in what form such debacles will
reappear and what loss we shall have to incur further. The most
uneasy aspect of the tragedy is that our enemies are not officially
identified that extremely fails us to face its conspiracies.

Though it is imperative, yet for unknown reasons, the nation was
not duly informed who orchestrated this fateful incident against
Bangladesh, created crisis for the people and for the existence of
the government and above all, for the sovereignty and
independence of the country. The incident at Peelkhana was not
mere a mutiny of a number of so-called BDR jawans, rather there
were far-reaching and well-thought designs behind it.

Ruling and opposition party leaders, even the Prime Minister
herself, were of the same conclusion that there was a deep-rooted
conspiracy behind the Peelkhana massacre. But for unknown
reason government is not so active to uncover and identify the
masterminds of the massacre. Print media and participants in ‘talk
shows’ of electronic media alleged that neither of the three probe



committees were allowed to work independently and investigate
and identify the hidden power, rather their spheres of investigation
were made limited imposing preconditions. Nevertheless any
sensible individual can identify this power if he tries to get the
answers of some questions: who are the enemies of Bangladesh,
who do not believe in the separate existence of Bangladesh, who
are the beneficiaries of BDR debacle, who are the people that
relentlessly try to turn Bangladesh to a ‘dysfunctional’ or ‘failed
State’. People of all strata of life — right from the Prime Minister
to the village ‘chokidar’ — accurately guessed who masterminded
the BDR massacre, but the probe committees were not allowed to
unveil their ugly faces. Government made the role of the probe
committees controversial, as if the government was serious to hide
and protect the mastermind of the debacle and its real
accomplices.

We are to reach to the bottom of this diabolic conspiracy against
the country's sovereignty and must come out of the partisan closet
in order to uphold the necessity of preserving the nation's
sovereignty at any cost. That spirit to get to the truth is needed
more now than anytime before. George Orwell once said, "In a
time of universal deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act."
Since the nation passes through many deceitful power plays being
orchestrated by forces within and without, telling the truth may be
the only recourse to save our sovereignty and independence from
many more impending catastrophes like Peelkhana tragedy.

Since neither of the probe committees that completed
investigations reports so far, due to preconditions and limitations,
could name or identify the mastermind or its local toadies who
were involved in the BDR debacle, I strongly believe efforts
should be made from intellectual level to uncover its ugly face.
This spirit, despite my limitations, urged me to work on the issue
of BDR debacle, so that our people could identify their foes. I
believe what I have done using my limited knowledge and raw
language, is incomplete that should be more informative,
comprehensive and documentary. I strongly believe, the issue
needs further research and hope other patriotic personalities will
come forward to document this tragic part of our history so that



our coming generations cannot blame us, but get accurate
information about it.

A section of the Bangladeshi intellectuals, bureaucrats, journalists,
cultural activists, leaders of different political parties and their
student fronts directly and indirectly let the people know that they
have warm relations either with America, European or Middle
Eastern countries, China, Russia, or even with India or Pakistan.
Dependence on others is suicidal not only for the country, but also
for them. They seldom think that these countries maintain warm
relations with them only for their respective interest. For this
reason, most of the heavyweights in or outside power, are
subservient to some foreign powers mainly to assume power or to
remain in power. Foreign powers use our policymakers and
leaders to meet their own strategy and interest. Sometimes they
create problems for our country. The problem multiplies in case of
India, as it is 2 newly emerged expansionist bully in the South
Asian region and feels pride in exposing and exhibiting it as so-
called superpower that it projects by creating unrest and instability
in its neighbouring countries and scaring their people. Pro-foreign
politics and India-phobia deter our government from uncovering
the mastermind of the BDR massacre.

The whole nation is terribly scared seeing the awful cruelty in the
BDR debacle. Even most of the nationalist intellectuals, university
teachers, military analysts, journalists, leaders of political parties
seriously suffer from insecurity. Some of them even claimed that
they are the targets of Indian RAW and may face the fate of Dr.
Aftab Ahmed, a patriot and scholar who vehemently opposed
India’s hegemonic design and murdered at his Dhaka University
residence. Many of them, out of fear, expressed their inability in
writing a preamble for this tiny book apprehending the
unpredictable gruesome consequence. Being my sincere well-
wishers they suggested me not to play with fire and refrain from
writing on this issue right now. It uncovers one reality that India
succeeded in intimidating most of our people. They are
psychologically frightened and scared of India.

Nonetheless, I saw a ray of hope at the rear end of the tunnel when
I called on DR. Mahbub Ullah, a courageous patriot of our time,
who really made me optimistic that India’s hegemonic bid will not



go unchallenged. He without any hesitation readily agreed to
make his effort to write the preamble, which is fiery, unique and
inspiring and according to my assessment is the main attraction of
this book. I owe to him for his uncompromising support to this
tiny work what is entirely dedicated to the cause of our nation. His
daring cooperation is an eye-opener for us all. We have no room
to suffer from timidity or cowardice or India-phobia.

I sincerely express my gratitude to Major (Retd.) Ashrafuzzamn,
Lt. Abu Rushd Editor of ‘The Bangladesh Defence Journal’, A S
M Goyas Uddin the proprietor of the London-based publishing
house Eastern Publications who contributed in various ways to
present this tiny work to the nation. Besides, a good number of
journalists, intellectuals, cultural activists, particularly Poet Abdul
Hye Sikder, Syed Golam Kibria Dipu, Munmun, etc., helped me
selflessly in writing this book.

I should admit that for easy understanding of the common readers
some issues were repeatedly mentioned in this work, which may
irk irritation. I humbly seek pardon from my valued readers for
such unintentional limitation. I humbly admit that due to my
heavy schedules and shortage of time, readers will face various
types of errors and omissions, information gaps, even ambiguities,
which will be removed, if Allah blesses me, in the next edition.
My humble efforts will get its genuine recognition if our
policymakers, intellectuals, journalists, business communities and
bureaucrats, etc. get minimum message to identify our foes and
work courageously to face its design. Let all of us stand for our
own country for which our sons repeatedly shed their blood. We
must not let their blood go in vain. May Allah bless us all and
make us real patriots and crusaders to save our country and secure
its independence and sovereignty. Long live Bangladesh.

July 1, 2009 Mohammad Zainal Abedin
Mirpur, Dhaka
Bangladesh.
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“The Congress has stood for the Union of India and still stands for
it. But we have previously stated that we are not going to compel
any part against its will. If that unfortunately leads to a division,
then we accept it. But inevitably such a division must mean a
division also of Bengal and Punjab. That is the only way to have a
united India soon after. If we can have a united India straight-way
without such division, that will, of course, be very welcome.”
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“Pundit Nehru has stated that he would not agree to Bengal being
independent. ..... In his opinion, East Bengal was likely to be a
great embarrassment to Pakistan. Presumably, Pundit Nehru
considered East Bengal bound sooner or later to rejoin India.”
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“Neither the Congress nor the nation has given up to its claim of
United India.”
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“Sooner than later, we shall again be united in common allegiance
to our nation.”
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“The latest trouble on the eastern border began on the night of
April 15-16, when the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) captured the
Indian-held Pyrdwah (Padua) village. The Border Security Force
(BSF) was caught unaware. Intelligence failure on the Indian side
was obvious. Worse, after the Pyrdwah offensive, the Union

Home Ministry felt that something drastic had to be done. It gave
orders to overrun a post at the Bangladeshi village of Boraibari
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and destroy house as an act of retaliation against the BDR’s
occupation of border of Pyrdwah.”

(SIRFREMS 3¢->Y GfeF (200)) TS 4 FTS (AT &F 27 |
W SRCeT WHF© i A AeEmer gRewer ([Rfewiw) ave
IR T | OO TS TH RAQT @ MR TS @EEw
foet | SRS & (T weviwet TS 7Y 77 | TR Ry
fie o=, SIH WITFNe 19 TRE TAdew IR Py T R
SR | A9E TFAETH 7 IR eforit R IuiR IS AT
Q6 AT GifF 7L qIR O @S IR WA= (77 1)

oIReR AR FIART @7 I Afoffy e M
e QR F AR 2GR Rem RRad oot 4@ ¢

“Padua or Pyrdwah in Sylhet Tamabil area adjoining Meghalaya
has been a Bangladeshi enclave that has been controlled as land of
“adverse possession” by India since Bangladesh War of
Liberation in 1971. During this war Bengali (Bengalee) freedom
fighters set up a camp in this strategic border village. As India
gave all out assistance to the freedom struggle, the BSF also used
the camp. The BSF did not withdraw from the camp after the war
was over. Padua, however, did not become an issue, because the
two neighbours had bigger bilateral problems to resolve. The
construction of a pucca road by the BSF connecting Padua with
the mainland (India) reported raised the hackles of the BDR.
Alleging that the construction of the road was illegal, “violating
international laws and India-Bangladesh border agreement,” the
BDR asked for a flag meeting. As its request went unheeded, the
BHDR launched action on the night of April 15 and “recaptured”
Padua “without any bloodshed.”™

(SRIEM: SRATST (WLE Aast Frensa smf¥e sw=ee s
a3 e fBage, T %Ay A [F TaT TN (AT

> NAUNIDHI KAUR, The dividing line, FRONTLINE, Chennai, India, 25
May, 2001.
* HAROON HABIB, FRONTLINE, Chennai, India, May 25, 2001.
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“Even before. the shock of Padua subsided came the attack on.
Baroibari, 80km from Padua, in the Roumari-Mankerchar area
adjoining Assam. In a pre-dawn action on April 18, 2001 as the
accounts in major Bangladesh dailies put it, nearly 300 heavily-
armed BSF jawans entered Roumari to attack the Baroribari post,
reportedly to avenge the “defeat” at Padua. Baroibari is also a land
of “adverse possession” under Bangladesh’s control. The BSF
suffered heavy losses in the April 18-19- clashes. Asithe :story
goes, when the BSE opened fire on.a BDR camp the BDR
personnel did not retaliate immedijately, giving the impression that
there was nobody inside the camp. But they struck when the BSF
moved closer to the camp. With the help of quick reinforcements
from the nearby border posts and the support of the people of the
village, the BDR launched a full-scale counterattack. Heavy
exchange of fire continued for more than two days, forcing nearly
10,000 people to flee their homes. The bodies of BSF men were
lying in the paddyfield for more than two days as the fight
continued. The people recovered several bodies from the field and
handed them over to BDR later. Two injured BSF men were
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flown to Dhaka by helicopter for treatment.” .
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° HAROON HABIB, FRONTLINE, Chennai, India, 25 May, 2001.
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based on facts that in November 1971 the Bangladesh government
in exile had to sign a precondition that said Bangladesh would not
raise any regular professional Armed forces. On his return, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman defied the precondition and went ahead and
raised the Armed forces. So was the BDR mutiny a part of this
longstanding Scheme.”
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--------- many of the front-ranking Awami League leaders were
directly or indirectly involved behind the BDR Mutiny.
Meanwhile, two of the most controversial figures, whose names
came at the front right after the mutiny, Jahangir Kabir Nanak
(presently a state minister for local government ministry) and
Mirza Azam (ruling party’s whip in the parliament), have
suddenly disappeared from the media. It is even reported that,
both were ready to flee the country, once the investigation reports
were already done. Investigators so far have identified more than
15 Awami League and 8 BNP men held responsible for
patronizing or instigating or funding the mutiny. Another city
leader of the ruling party named Torab Ali Akhand (who earlier
served in BDR) is already being grilled by investigation agencies
after arrest. Akhand already mentioned names of a few influential
Awami League leaders, including a close relative of the Prime
Minister as his patron in the bloody mutiny. He also told
interrogators that a few dozens of arms and thousands of rounds of
ammunitions as well as 'some” Arges grenades were taken from
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him by some leaders of Bangladesh Chatra League (Student’s
front of the ruling party) and Jubo League (youth front of the
ruling party). Torab was the custodian of looted arms,
ammunitions and explosives from BDR headquarters after the
mutiny. He also, at the instruction of an influential Awami League
leader brought out procession in favor of the mutiny to give
encouragement to the mutineers.”'
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* Sunita Paul: American Chronicle March 19, 2009,
http://www.americanchronicle.com/articles/view/98062
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" “An elected government in Dhaka is rather active in salvaging the
killers and their patrons instead of ensuring proper investigation
and trial. On the other hand, it is also learnt that, investigations are
unnecessarily delayed and interfered by the influential members
of the government.”

(9= FHive 7R e ovs ¥ o fAfve TR «Af—es
F GRS BARITR THRE INE @ O | A
TRPNFR LSRR FTa WO v INH W e
0 1)

TSt 2 e

“Bangladesh Awami League’s leader Torab Ali Akhand and his
son Leather Liton (a notorious terrorist), BDR Deputy Assistant
Director (DAD) Towhid confessed to the interrogators giving
details of the conspiracy. According to facts disclosed by them the
matter of ‘blueprint” to stage the massacre and kill Army officers
were already within the knowledge of a number of influential
members of the government. They are Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s
cousin and influential leader of Bangladesh Awami League
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim; Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s nephew and
Member of Parliament Sheikh Fazley Noor Taposh and Home
Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun.

“Criminal Investigation Department (CID) sources came to know
that members of “angry” BDR men sat in a number of secret
meetings at the residence of Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim and
Barrister Fazley Noor Taposh. Holding of such meetings began
from October last year. Barrister Taposh assured the BDR men
that once his party comes in power, the issue of several demands
by the members of Bangladesh’s border security forces shall be
duly considered. He (Taposh) arranged meetings between the
kingpins of BDR massacre with Awami League leader Torab Ali
Akhand.

“There are allegations of involvement of Bangladesh Awami
League’s student wing leader Harunur Rashid Aka, Leather Liton
and his brother-in-law Rezaul Karim Razu with the brutal
massacre conspiracy as well as of helping the fleeing mutineers.
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“% (3-4) days after the election and declaration of landslide
victory of Bangladesh Awami League, some leaders of BDR met
Taposh at his electoral office at Sky Center at Dhaka’s
Dhanmondi area. Subsequently, the kingpins of BDR massacre
met Barrister Taposh’s uncle and influential leader of the ruling
party, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim on February 13, 2009 at 9:00
pm at his residence at Banani residential area in Dhaka, with their
demands. He (Sheikh Selim) told them that, the matter was not
within his purview and suggested them to contact the Home
Minister.

“Later, the BDR men met Home Minister Advocate Sahara
Khatun and pressed forward their demands. They went to
“Imperial Rest House” and the residence of the Home Minister at
least thrice to meet her. As they could not meet the Home
Minister, a written copy of their demands were handed over to the
personal secretary to the minister and subsequently, the kingpins
were able to communicate with Advocate Sahara Khatun over cell
phone on a number of times.

“Later, the kingpins of the massacre prepared a leaflet (which was
later distributed inside the BDR headquarters on February 24) and
sent copies of it to Barrister Fazley Noor Taposh, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Home Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed.

“Huge volume of counterfeit currency was recovered from a
residential hotel named Imperial Guest House in Dhaka, which is
owned by the brother of Home Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun.
Members of Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) raided the hotel at
around 5 pm (Bangladesh Time) on April 10, 2009. Sensing
RAB'’s presence, nephew of the Home Minister, Polash entered
into verbal altercations as well physical assault with the members
of the elite force. This raid was conducted following statement
from some counterfeit money dealers arrested earlier. Huge
volume of countetfeit money as well as equipment of making such
currency was seized from the hotel. Forgers were arrested along
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with the nephew of the Home Minister. But, later, due to
“influence” from the high-ups, Polash was released.”
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MR NEHRU'S LETTER TO ASHRAFUDDIN AHMAD CHOWDHRY.

Mugaoorie

As ul: 17 York Road,
New Delhi,

23 may 1947
My dear Wr, Ashrafuddin Aluqd Chowdhry,

1 am gorry for the deley in enewering your letter
of April 30th, 1 can hardly digscuss the vitdl questions
you refar ‘to at. 'length in a letter, 1 do not think we
have given up any fundamental principle for which we
gtood, BDut it i5 true thet the evants that have taken
place ‘during the laet nine months have made us think
reelietically of,the protlems bafore ue, 1t is nc good
talking in terwms. of slogans mhon declsions have to be aade,

The Congress hag stood fer the Union of lndia and
still M ands for it, Dut we have nreviously stated that
we nre not going to coopdl any part against its will, it
that unfortunately leads to n diviglon, then we accepl it
But Lhevitably such a divislion nust mean s diviclon elso
of Bengal end Punjab, That is thue only way to have a
united lndim soon -after, (T we can huvs a united Indla
stralght-away without such divieion, that will, of oourse,
be vary wolcome,

1 do.ndt quite understand rhat you sean by saying:
that 1 should diresct the members of our organisation to
face all eventunlities in a courageous mannser, Indeed I
have tried 1o do so to the best of my ability, 1 might
inforn you that 1 do not spend very. much time with day to
day files, 1 am much more concerned with the prekent and
the futurs of the country,

Yours sincerely,
Ashrnfuddin Ahmad Chowdhry Eeq.,

P.0. suagany,
Tipvere {Bengal)

ceFE fgoa (TETW S (el S Horafe s S Srrm GRS @ (Re'd B




BDR jawans fled away leaving their official uniforms



| oFi :
1. Army officers killed at Peelkhana and recovered at Kamrangirchar.
2. Their killers must be punished. 3. Dead bodies of the Army officers
were being recovered from mass graves.

Body of the dead Army officers were being recovered from sewerage line.
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