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1. While approving and endorsing the action taken by the Council
and the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League
as indicated in their resolutions dated the 27th of August,
17th & 18th of September and 22nd of October 1939, and
3rd of February 1940 on the constitutional issue, this session
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of the All-India Muslim League emphatically reiterates that
the scheme of Federation embodied in the Government of India
Act, 1935 is totally unsuited to and unworkable in the peculiar
conditions of this country and is altogether unacceptable to
Muslims of India.

. It further records its emphatic view that while the declaration

dated the 18th of October 1939, made by the Viceroy on behalf
of His Majesty's Government is reassuring in so far as it declares
that the policy and plan on which the Government of India
Act 1935, is based will be reconsidered in consultation with
the various parties, interests and communities in India, Muslims
India will not be satisfied unless the whole constitutional
plan is reconsidered de novo, and that no revised plan would
be acceptable to the Muslims unless it is framed with their
approval and consent.

. Resolved that it is the considered view of this session of the
All-India Muslim League that no constitutional plan would be
workable in the country or acceptable to the Muslims unless
it is designed on the following basic principles, viz, that
geographically contiguous units are demarcated into regions
which should be so constituted with such territorial readjustments
as may be necessary that the areas in which the Muslims are
numerically in a majority as in the north-western and eastern
zones of India should be grouped to constitute ‘independent
states’ in which the constituent units shall be autonomous and
sovereign.

. That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards should be
specifically provided in the constitution for the minorities in
the units and in the regions for the protection of their religious,
cultural, economic, political, administrative and other rights
and interests in consultation with them.

. This session further authorises the Working Committee to frame
a scheme of constitution in accordance with these basic principles,
providing for the assumption finally by the respective region
of all powers such as defence, external affairs, communications,
customs and such others matters as may be necessary.
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Whereas in this vast subcontinent of India a hundred million Muslims
are the adherents of a faith which regulates every department of
their life—educational, social, economic and political—whose
code is not confined merely to spiritual doctrines and tenets or
rituals and ceremonies and which stands in sharp contrast to the
exclusive nature of Hindu Dharma and Philosophy which has
fostered and maintained rigid caste system for thousands of years,
resulting in the degradation of 60 million human beings to the
position of untouchables, creation of unnatural barriers between
man and man and superimposition of social and economic inequalities
on a large body of the people of this country and which threatens
to reduce Muslims, Christians and other minorities to the status
of irredeemable helots, socially and economically;

Whereas the Hindu caste system is a direct negation of
nationalism, equality, democracy and all the noble ideals that
Islam stands for;

Whereas, different historical backgrounds, traditions, cultures
social and economic orders of the Hindus and the Muslims made
impossible the evolution of a single Indian Nation inspired by
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common aspirations and ideals and whereas after centuries they
still remain two distinct major nations;

Whereas, soon after the introduction by the British of the
policy of setting up political institutions in India on the lines of
westem democracies based on majority rule which means that
the majority of the nation or society could impose its will on the
minority of the nation or society in spite of their opposition as amply
demonstrated during the two and half years’ regime of ‘Congress
Govemments in the Hindu majority provinces under the Government
of India Act, 1935, when the Muslims were subjected to untold
harassment and oppression as a result of which they were convinced
of the futility and ineffectiveness of the so-called safeguards
provided in the constitution and in the Instruments of Instructions
to the Governors and were driven to the irresistible conclusion
that in a United India Federation, if established, the muslims
even in Muslims majority provinces, could meet with no better
fate and their rights and interests could never be adequately protected
against the perpetual Hindu majority at the centre;

Whereas the Muslims are convinced that with a view to saving
Muslim India from the domination of the Hindus and in order to
afford them full scope to develop themselves according to their
genius, it is necessary to constitute a sovereign, independent state
comprising Bengal and Assam in the North-East zone and in Punjab,
North-West Frontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan in the North-
West zone;

This convention of the Muslim League legislators of India,
central and provincial, afier careful consideration, hereby declares
that the Muslim nation will never submit to any constitution for a
United India and will never participate in any single constitution-
making machinery set up for the purpose, and any formula devised
by the British government for transferring power from the British
to the people of India, which does not conform to the following
just and equitable principles calculated to maintain intemnal peace
and tranquility in the country, will not contribute to the solution
of the Indian problem:

1. That the zones comprising Bengal and Assam in the North-
East and the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind
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and Baluchistan in the North West of India, namely
Pakistan Zones, where the Muslims are in a dominant
majority, be constituted into one sovereign independent
state and that an unequivocal undertaking be given to
implement the establishment of Pakistan without delay.

2. That two separate constitution making bodies be set up
by the peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan for the purpose
of framing their respective constitutions.

3. That the minorities in Pakistan and Hindustan be provided
with safeguards on the line of the All India Muslim League
resolution passed on March 23, 1940 at Lahore.

4. That the acceptance of the Muslim League demand for
Pakistan and its implementation without delay are the
sine qua non for the Muslim League co-operation and
participation in the formation of an interim Government
at the centre.

This convention further emphatically declares that any attempt
to impose a constitution on a United India basis or to force any
interim arrangement at the centre contrary to the Muslim demand,
will leave the Muslims no alternative but to resist such imposition
by all possible means for their survival and national existence.
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I have always said, rather it has always been my firm belief, that
the existence of the league not only the existence of the league,
but its strength is equal to the existence and strength of Pakistan.
So far, as [ am concemed, I had decided in the very beginning, and
I reaffirm it today, that I have always considered myself as the Prime
Minister of the League. I never regarded myself as the Prime Minister
chosen by the members of the Constituent Assembly.
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Sir, you will see that they want to place the word ‘East Pakistan’
instead of ‘East Bengal’. We have demanded so many times that
you should use Bengal instead of Pakistan. The word ‘Bengal’ has
a history, has a tradition of its own. You can change it only after the
people have been consulted. If you want to change it then we have
to go back to Bengal and ask them whether they accept it. So far as
the question of One-Unit is concerned it can come in the constitution.
Why do you want it to be taken up just now ? What about the state
language, Bengali? What about joint electorate ? What about autonomy?
The people of East Bengal will be prepared to consider One-Unit
with all these things. So, [ appeal to my friends on that side to allow
the people to give their verdict in any way , in the form of referendum
or in the form of plebicite.
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This may be my last message, from to-day Bangladesh is independent.
I call upon the people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and
with whatever you have, to resist the army of occupation to the last.
Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation
army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is
achieved.
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